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EDITORIAL 


December 1958 and February 1959 issues the Graduate 

Journal are being devoted symposium graduate education. 
The contributors were asked consider their several topics both gen- 
erally and with specific reference Boston University, and delineate, 
and suggest possible solutions to, the many problems which will con- 
front the Graduate School the years ahead. The subjects discussed 
this issue include the conception the university community 
scholars, the question values graduate education, the problem 
standards graduate programs, and the importance the library 
the university. The February 1959 issue will include essays the 
site the university, the role the university the training 
teachers, the role research the university, and the doctoral 
dissertation. our hope that the free exchange informed opinion 
represented these symposium articles will encourage members 
the faculty and administrative staff publish the result their own 
research and thinking these and other problems interest and 
importance the Graduate School. 
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the American University 
Scholars”? 


ROBERT BENEDICT 
Professor Government, College Liberal Arts 


this nature requires, submit, rather clear 
tion between the ideal and the possible. One need not accept the 
extreme and one-sided position dialectical materialism that the edu- 
cational system society part the superstructure economic 
relationships, or, other words, expresses the desires, ambitions, and 
interests the economic “power elite.” would however valid 
argue, presume, that the ideals and practices higher education 
cannot considered apart from the value system and the purposes 
the society they are serve. they were conflict with without 
much use community’s way life, such ideas and practices would, 
the long run, not financed and, fact, more less consciously 
frustrated and sabotaged. commercial and technological mass de- 
mocracy like ours which addition experiences trend towards in- 
creasing conformity and standardization thought and behavior will 
not for long tolerate higher education which ideal scholarship 
the traditional sense older, more aristocratic and also more intel- 
lectual societies would exclude all but small minority its youth 
from making the transition from secondary higher institutions 
learning. 

This ideal scholarship, Jefferson’s desire for aristocracy 
the intellect which are all consciously unconsciously devoted, 
would, think, conjure modern replica the ancient 
Plato, Aristotle, Zeno, Epicurus, and others, well the great 
late medieval corporationes young and older scholars dedicated 
the detached, unhurried, yet passionate analysis and discussion 
existing knowledge and its extension new frontiers discussion, 
lecture, and the written word. This ideal community scholars, 
Aristotle pointed out more than two thousand years ago, would also 
help create and strengthen one the most effective human bonds, 
namely the bond friendship, relationship, when pure, free from 
the elements passion, utility, sex, class, and nation. The cos- 
mopolitan character the Hellenistic schools wisdom Athens, 


Rhodes, and Alexandria well the great early European univer- 
sities such Prague, Cologne, Padua, Paris, and Oxford, reflects 
international common culture and language which the mod- 
ern age can only look back with envy, although terms specializa- 
tion and depth scientific knowledge are much superior. not 
without irony that British sociologist (Gorer) found important 
point out that American society competitive and especially 
sex- status-directed that friendship between individuals has be- 
come expendable luxury. the term means any- 
thing, must based reality personal, intimate contacts and 
exchanges feeling, intuition, and thought which essentially serve 
the quest for knowledge and wisdom, and other ulterior motives. 
least the latter ones would have take very secondary place. All 
this frankly utopian and unachievable our present individual and 
social contexts, although maintain that ideal remains powerful 
force irrespective the chances realization, and therefore should 
never treated cynically. 

Let set aside for little while this problem scholarship the 
major objective higher education, and consider whether our colleges 
and universities not fact fulfill other important functions required 
the nature American society. mind there are two functions 
which contribute greatly the coherence, stability, and progress 
twentieth-century democracy America regard which our insti- 
tutions higher learning have indeed done superb job which not 
always recognized, let alone appreciated. The egalitarian, liberal, mod- 
ern community uses higher education instrument assimilation 
and integration millions young people derived from disparate 
ethnical, linguistic, and moral climates into the duties and obligations 
citizenship, mutual tolerance, and co-operation work and 
play. One need only observe the more traditional universities Euro- 
pean countries like France and Italy, which still closely adhere the 
old ideals intellectual elite and where indeed heterogeneity not 


even the problem and the challenge over here, see how badly 


this educational function assimilation and integration towards the 
values and purposes modern democratic society neglected 
these countries. 

Secondly, the modern society have briefly and, sure, su- 
perficially described it, requires great channeling money, time, 
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and talent towards the specialization skills and knowledge indi- 
viduals who rather than spend the rest their lives scholars, priests, 
gentlemen leisure, must become useful and highly trained oper- 
ators complex technological pattern productivity for ever in- 
creasing stream services and goods. led simpler lives and had 
fewer desires, put differently, were not constantly manipu- 
lated into ever tighter hedonistic web living, should less 
concerned with the material standard living and more with human- 
istic way life. Confronted with the choice hero, think not 
foolhardy prophesy that the average American will choose Ford 
rather than Thoreau, the football player rather than the poet, and 
on. There was time when did not matter what the common man 
wanted; now for better and for worse matters very much; and, 
Tocqueville suggested the last century and Ortega Gasset this 
one, democracy can certain ways worse tyrant than aristocracies 
and monarchs. The above-mentioned high-level training skills and 
information is, submit, quite adequately, not perfectly, performed 
the American universities, and especially the undergraduate 
schools serving specialized training, and the graduate schools. this 
respect, though not all fields, American higher education does not 
need take second place behind its European sister, although one 
would probably have agree with men like Dr. Conant, Dr. Einstein, 
and others that have weighed the scales little too much favor 
applied rather than pure science, action rather than ideas. 

With the function assimilation and integration, and that spe- 
cialization, provided for, there would still seem limited area left 
which the ideals the community scholars could striven for. 
There are probably not more than twenty colleges and universities 
this country that have the endowment, the libraries, the personnel, the 
tradition, and the weapon selectivity admission allow this area 
traditional scholarship set the tone the institution. Even so, 
there reason why other colleges and universities should not try 
preserve their campuses and within their walls what still exists 
the community scholars. Here come down the realities 
budget, men, and other circumstances find them, and have 
remind ourselves possibilities hopes that have been expressed 
others upon other occasions. May enumerate few: central library, 
believe, condition qua non for any serious scholarly endeavor 
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students, lecturers, and research scholars. firmly believe univer- 
sity ought rather smaller forgo the financing certain specialized 
schools and the pursuit extraneous (extraneous, that is, the pur- 
poses higher education) activities like football, than indefinitely 
without central library. Whilst the two functions outside pure schol- 
arship discussed above must adequately provided for, there would 
still seem the possibility setting aside certain, necessarily 
limited, amount money attract few great scholars and outstand- 
ing students who will not bound the intricate bureaucracy 
credit hours, degree requirements, teaching schedules, and on. In- 
deed, would probably the benefit all give the 120-credit 
system and substitute the four-course term schedule, which functions 
very well some colleges. scholarship means certain amount 
leisure and personal contact, surely shift from quantity quality 
would helpful. But the standards would have high; otherwise 
the newly-won leisure time would simply used for more hours 
paid jobs. And although are democratically and sentimentally 
proud all these youngsters working their way through college, and 
university presidents dwell with joy the high percentage their 
students bravely financing their education, one then assume 
that scholarship can satisfied the hours between sleep, commut- 
ing, and work? this same context leisure for study and research, 
needs said that the lack reading periods the end the 
formal term’s work serious handicap for both the student and the 
professor truly serious about the secure acquisition knowledge 
distinct from the facile memorization facts and information. for 
various financial reasons such reading periods are not feasible they 
once used be, let least not pretend that are not doing vio- 
lence the necessarily slow process learning. 

These are some specific situations (to which others could added) 
which the responsible administrators and educators university 
could show how seriously they are concerned with the problem 
scholarship. the same time must recognized, given the sort 
society are and the problems finance involved, how difficult 
toimplement the expressed ideal. 

Finally, would like turn aspect topic which believe 
has been rather neglected. That the lack beauty, the absence 
good manners, sophisticated levels speech, and decent neat- 
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ness and dress our campuses. More forcefully than others Northrop 
and Mumford have shown that the component” woefully 
neglected our essentially rational, commercial, puritanical 
Again let grant that beauty architecture, availability free open 
spaces, tradition certain standards conduct, dress, and on, 
cannot supposed generally available, least all metropol- 
itan universities. Yet have stultify and frustrate human needs, 
and especially the young scholar’s needs this area, the extent 
which now have accepted inevitable? Surely, modern psychol- 
ogy has taught anything, has taught what fact the wise men 
all ages have always known, that our personality, function 
well and must not only satisfied rationally and its 
instincts, but also the aesthetic and intuitive level. the society 
which surrounds prefers essentially vulgar, brash, sensitive 
money, and insensitive beauty and religious experience (as dis- 
tinct from social ethics and from doctrine), must not the community 
scholars remain and become bulwark for such human needs? Have 
not, the campuses, nearly abrogated the educational preroga- 
tive, especially important for the sensitive and perceptive growing 
young mind, establish, maintain, and enforce necessary, pattern 
human relationships and external surroundings which provides 
least the minimum aesthetic satisfaction and the sense dignity 
without which civilization ever has been truly great? Again, shift 
from the emphasis reason and virtue towards the things beauty 
and intuition would have beneficial influence the tone our 
common life, and something would remain with those who will leave 
enter the somewhat harsher world modern society. seems 
that the true personality the scholar not only rational 
tual, but also aesthetic and intuitive, whole. But this was 
known Confucius, Shankara, Plato, and St. Thomas Aquinas, 
lay claim have discovered this truth. only present for renewed 
discussion. 
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Values Graduate Education 


WALTER 
Professor Ethics and Dean the School Theology 


scholar has always been perplexed the relation commit- 

ment values and open-mindedness critical enquiry. When 
the basic values society have been secure, has generally been able 
ignore them and not let them interfere with his analysis frontier 
problems. less settled periods history has often tried re- 
treat into realm objectivity, leaving basic decision-making others. 
has assumed that could serve mankind best not getting too 
involved the emotional tensions social issues which burn time 
and energy and delay inhibit creative exploration. Today, with the 
experience war and revolution the backdrop the academic stage, 
the scholar constantly reminded the interrelations theory and 
practice. under pressure commit himself norms which be- 
come the organizing values culture and civilization. Somehow 
must find way combine present loyalty ideal values which 
prepared act with continual criticism these values and the pre- 
suppositions his theoretical studies. community advanced 
scholars graduate school lives the tension between present agree- 
ments and open-ended reconsideration goals and practices. 


Apex Status Subculture 


The educational life American society comprises subculture within 
the nation’s total civilization. This subculture partially 
but pervaded the democratic ethos which flows through its 
channels communication. School and society interact. Goals like 
success, security, freedom, class status, personal initiative, productiv- 
ity, bigness, self-display, hedonistic diversity and the like are probably 
characteristic professors most other Americans. Tolerance 
diversity opinions and minority groups formed the basis 
race, nation, language, politics and religion probably more prevalent 
the upper ranges the academic subculture than the less edu- 
cated portion the population. Education one the most impor- 
tant instruments whereby vertical mobility achieved. The vast appa- 
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ratus lower and higher education has become thoroughly and 
formally institutionalized that, despite the interpenetration school 
and society, constitutes almost world apart. subculture. 

the apex status this subculture the graduate school. The 
symbol this status the full professor with According the 
myth the PH.D. every one awarded his degree has made some origi- 
nal contribution human knowledge. Here community distin- 
guished, productive, disinterested scholars whose lives are disciplined 
the methods truth, goodness, and beauty. The graduate school 
sets the standards for the college teacher, the college for the high 
school, and on. This myth may not correspond the fact, but has 
impressive power over the educational world. Doctorates educa- 
tion, theology, music, and other professions openly covertly use the 
PH.D. standard excellence. the academic world the has 
highest prestige—and awarded recommendation graduate 
faculty. 

Despite this status, the fact remains that both administrators and 
professors are products the educational subculture which influences 
from below many the goals which they define and serve. The 
candidate usually pursues vocational paths that lead back through the 
very subculture from which came. The candidates march the 
mountain and then march down again. Since the whole American 
educational life under pressures accommodate the general 
ethos society rather uncritically, the graduate school itself dan- 
ger being captured the various specialized interests American 
civilization and crowning them with the symbols highest intellec- 
tual and academic achievement. 

The graduate school the apex subculture circumscribed 
educational system national setting. has, nevertheless, another 
more universal and inclusive community from which derives many 
its basic motivations and values. This larger community mankind— 
not presently organized but open society exploring whatit 
ought become. The chief task higher learning—creative and re- 
sponsible scholarship—must realized and worked out along the 
total perimeter all that known, willed, and deeply felt intuited. 
this larger context the points intersection between world culture 
and university teaching and analysis provide the stimulus for scien- 
tific, philosophical, artistic, and religious research. This interaction, 


q 


shared community mature scholars and graduate students, 
distinguishes graduate school from research institute. The latter 
does not accept the vocation the professional ideal relating its 
work the subculture and society, but more interest-limited. 

have overlooked thus far some more immediate contexts the 
graduate school. Great universities usually have urban environment 
and therefore are pressured from every side the pluralistic and con- 
flicting values metropolitan life. These pressures challenges are 
unequal strength and significance. Technology, the arts, business 
and industry, suburban class interests, and political power tend 
develop semi-autonomous cultural patterns. They invite impress 
the serious attention graduate departments various incentives 
and rewards for research. 

such social setting difficult, not impossible, establish 
fixed hierarchy values. The idea realm values probably pref- 
erable set scale values, any case. Hence the fitting goal 
probably that coherent system values suitable open so- 
ciety. propose that the traditional norms truth and freedom 
united with that responsible community the organizing values. 
Thus from its position the top the educational ladder the grad- 
uate school finds itself position leadership over the multitudi- 
nous and clamorous claims generated pluralistic society revo- 
lutionary world. When ceases give leadership terms truth, 
freedom, and responsibility, falls the level being mere training 
school, transmitter second-hand ideas. The challenge this: 
either lead culture creative ideas, enslaved it. But 
tion transform its nature surrender. 


The Idea the University 


the idea true university preserved with any coherence 
the modern world must conserved the graduate level. course, 
more than graduate school and ofttimes the latter has 
let the idea carried elsewhere the system higher learning. The 
broad humanistic ideal university education must today realized 
those persons who are awarded the they are repre- 
secondary and elementary education. This responsibility not fully 
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acknowledged given adequate response because traditional 
difficulties which beset both faculties and students. Both these 
groups are caught web diverse and fragmented specialization 
from which they cannot extricated except brave and basic re- 
assessment and action. 

The unity advanced scholarship which have referred must 
transcend both the parochial pressures our urban and national set- 
ting, the one hand, and the specialized curricula and graduate pro- 
grams departments, colleges, and schools which comprise the insti- 
tutional framework the doctorate. Without specialized disciplines 
there focus advanced research. Without broad humanistic 
self-realization the idea the university has been lost. When this 
lost, society nothing but collection manipulated roles. Boston 
University may more fortunate than many institutions its devo- 
tion the responsible person responsible society. Nevertheless, 
its graduate life whole seems often more like confusing and cha- 
otic diversity than coherently creative university. What price are 
willing pay for coherence and creativity? 

Graduate schools, unfortunately, tend the periphery rather 
than the center university life. Because the liberal and applied 
arts and sciences have become splintered and specialized the gradu- 
ate program tends devoted ever more intensive refinement. 
sure, there are significant interdisciplinary projects—may their 
tribe increase—but the birth rate fragmentation faster than the 
rate integration. Intensive activity the frontier points often pur- 
chased the price contact with the home base. Communications 
among graduate students and the departments that outline their 
schedules experience break down. They are estranged because 
isolation, unfamiliar methods, and technical symbols. Thus the grad- 
uate program, change the figure, reflects the centrifugal force the 
expanding wheel knowledge its perimeter. needs centripetal 
force coherence among the cumulative findings the center the 
participating disciplines. 

There another dimension values the idea the university 
which the graduate school called upon serve. must combat the 
shameful anti-intellectualism which pervades American culture 
whole and also the subculture collegiate life. Space does not per- 
mit elaboration this fact. any case, the vocational dilution 
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serious thought and the substitution the mind and the 
body for creative social concern cannot overlooked. The 
hedonism, conformism, and co-educational 
collegiate life have been noted many scholars who have attempted 
draw the profile the current undergraduate. 

Graduate schools not escape the pervasive influence anti- 
intellectualism. This observable the narrow range ideas 
which many teachers and students devote themselves. referring 
more than the problem specialization already noted. mean the 
associated with early marriages, the rearing several 
children while school, the absorption earning living, the con- 
centration accumulating middle-class comforts, and the limited 
vocational and professional motivation many doctoral students. 
The world the mind gets marginal attention. one real intel- 
lectual who has advanced ideas only the field which plans 
earn his living. only intellectual craftsman and belongs 
trade union rather than profession. 

Another form anti-intellectualism, distinguished from the 
merely vocational doctorate just referred to, form cowardice. 
The union-card suffers from lack truth; our second anti- 
intellectual suffers from courage—lack mature freedom. Lack in- 
tellectual courage trait all too often found graduate schools. 
Some men explore “‘safe” areas, socially and politically speaking. They 
desire non-controversial dissertation subjects. Conflict, they are led 
believe, poor public relations. Then, there also diffidence toward 
social participation that borders cowardice. constantly as- 
tounded the moral reticence college professors and students alike 
stand for civil liberties and academic freedom. not 
field,” they say. They like the protection which academic life affords 
and discount those whose ideas and actions involve them public 
criticism, possible investigation, and adverse relations.” 

This social fear that haunts PH.D.’s many academic fields grows, 
part, from political illiteracy. The McCarthy period revealed very 
few dangerous university faculties, but exposed the fact 
that there lack political sophistication which amounts wide- 
spread anti-intellectualism. Political illiteracy costly liability 
democracy. age which needs global sense the unity man- 
kind, such ignorance betrays the idea the university, the nation 
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which called historic leadership, and the meaning responsibility 
itself. 

Two additional aspects the idea university are special con- 
cern the present time. One the primacy pure research over ap- 
plied research. The vocation graduate study keep open all areas 
thought, especially those which are danger being closed 
special interests business, politics, religion. Moreover, many ad- 
vanced theoretical studies are hampered the time and energy that 
are consumed satisfying practical projects which find many sup- 
ports the form foundation and governmental grants. Pure re- 
search—theoretical adventure—is more nearly the real assignment 
the highest learning than applied research. the latter ever 
fruitful, more appropriate certain professional schools 
laboratories not connected with academic institutions. When done 
professional schools mixture advanced study and service the 
community. 

The second point quite unrelated the foregoing, but plea 
acknowledge the world-wide encounter ideas made possible the 
presence many foreign students. These should appreciated for 
what they bring toa graduate school and for what they represent. They 
help complete the idea university and actualize its reality stat- 
ing problems new way, stimulating new concepts for explora- 
tion, challenging cultural patterns, and ventilating staid notions 
American life with the strong wind radical perspectives. Foreign 
students are generally not appreciated the right way. Their strange 
ways are treated parochial Americans badges inferiority. They 
are impatiently treated they cannot neatly placed our academic 
niches. They are often treated condescending patronizing man- 
ner and given marginal time. They are not only guests but colleagues. 
Our treatment them often reveals our inadequacy and lack inter- 
cultural sophistication. 


The Realm Tolerance 


The varieties values and interests the Graduate School Boston 
University may indicated the following incomplete sample 
programs, curricula, and interests: (1) Concern for New England asa 
region, especially the transition from earlier industrial and pass- 
ing technological era new business era. (2) Advanced biological re- 
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search, especially affects medicine. (3) long and effective tradi- 
tion philosophy which has earned national and international repu- 
tation and which has furnished outstanding teachers for many colleges 
and universities. (4) impressive amount government-sponsored 
research, some pure, but most significant applied fields. 
(5) projects the mental health field. (6) Advanced stud- 
ies various phases pedagogy—most them professional prob- 
lems rather than advanced theoretical research. (7) large number 
PH.D. programs which are often unacknowledged professional train- 
ing for college teaching, and often unaccompanied any college prac- 
tice teaching work methods. (8) Some genuine inter-disciplinary 
programs physical science, area studies, and human relations. (9) 
New developments the arts communication. (10) impressive 
productivity the major fields theology. (11) Significant experi- 
mentation psychology. (12) promising development music and 
the fine arts. 

most this diversity there much self-absorption and con- 
structive self-criticism each field that broad tolerance for the others 
emerges. The various faculties that have membership the graduate 
faculty not know each other well. what extent, may ask, 
the tolerance goals, methods, and achievements fields other than 
one’s own screen for one’s own ignorance and kind security cur- 
what extent expression social and academic good 
manners? genuine expression openness all kinds truth? 
what extent rooted skepticism? what extent does grow 
out common appreciation for the wholeness and interrelatedness 
culture? 

Boston University stage development where its diversity 
graduate education can contribute emergent coherence each 
department accepts critical responsibility for the quality the whole. 
achieve reasonable coherence each aspect the educational whole 
must communicate clearly and forthrightly with the others. What 
should the relationship vocational and applied research pure 
research all the fields? What weight proportionally should assigned 
each? Are the faculties too dependent for their formative ideas 
conceptions developed elsewhere? What should the relationship 
professional degrees education, theology, business and the like 
the degree? the latter sufficiently acknowledged college 
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teacher’s degree? How can the goals theological and philosophical 
research kept coherent with those the specialized sciences? 

worth observing that the strong philosophical tradition Bos- 
ton University has probably saved from some the fragmentation 
and specialism that has damaged graduate schools elsewhere. The 
large number dissertations each year religion and philosophy 
maintain the prestige basic humanism and balance tendencies to- 
ward narrow empirical studies, important they may their own 
domains principalities. Qualitative and normative studies maintain 
appreciation for what cannot easily reduced quantitative terms. 
The danger that the disciplines employing synoptic method may 
become separable and—like the specialized empirical and practical 
studies—become world apart. the present time there healthy 
dialectic and respect among the diverse elements the graduate field. 


All departments need aware the philosophical and humanist 


dimensions their subject. The normative disciplines need more 
bridges into the descriptive and empirical domains. Working from 
both sides the graduate school can achieve not just permissive ag- 
nostic tolerance but true humanism. This would produce full- 
orbed intellectualism. 


Truth, Freedom, and Responsibility 


are led the above discussion conclude that three values pro- 
vide the coherence amid the diversity the goals sought the 
graduate school. These are truth, freedom, and responsibility. The 
first requires the courage think, explore new areas, criticize 
accepted theories and presuppositions, sensitive meanings 


and values all persons and occasions, and push back the frontiers 


knowledge. Probably too much energy the faculty goes into tasks 
which relate transmission truth undergraduate scholars and 
not enough proportionally into new problems. This situation cannot 
improved employing staff devoted exclusively graduate re- 


search. What may needed staff who have light enough under- 


graduate schedules that they can penetrate deeply into the 


issues. Some way must found provide sufficient economic secu- 
rity for this extra investment creative energy. must done, 
course, within the framework full-time commitment the Univer- 
sity. 
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Wholeness truth function adequate communication the 
faculty and among graduate students. The graduate faculty meets in- 
frequently and then only briefly and formally. Moreover, the graduate 
faculty such does not play leadership role the Senate, though 
individual members are quite active. any case the Senate meets too 
infrequently perform its responsibilities well. Both the graduate 
faculty and the Senate seem content delegate their serious work 
smaller executive and administrative bodies. These may inevitable 
organizational tendencies, but they cannot obscure the excessive plu- 
ralism which produces them and which they encourage. Communica- 
tion primarily function participation and only secondarily 
delegation. Through the University Lecture important step has 
been taken toward graduate school solidarity. shows drift, how- 
ever, towards specialized and interest-limited audiences which should 
combatted vigorously. 

The graduate school faculty have greater sense community than 
the graduate students, who often work with desparate sense iso- 
lation, finding difficult confer with each other and getting little 
encouragement from their major professor work interdiscipli- 
nary basis. The pyramiding courses the major field often puts 
pressure get rid such language requirements and 
increase the course load the time that would made available 
the demise foreign language study. Horrors parochialism 
era satellites! 

Truth can achieved only community criticism. Adequate 
criticism requires community freedom. Boston University has con- 
sistently practiced academic freedom along with loyalty high stand- 
ards personal respect. The University has protected its scholars 
from social interference and from political, economic, and ecclesias- 
tical pressure groups. Since the various civil liberties are necessary 
context for effective academic freedom, may critically observed 
that more faculty and graduate students ought aggressively in- 
volved civil liberties activities. Freedom for creative thought must 
bought with social responsibility. 

Truth and freedom have value personal experiences within the 
community. They not flourish realm apart. ideals they make 
demands. They express rights and lay upon those who enjoy them 
corresponding duties. Therefore the graduate school interper- 
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sonal community responsibility. has duties Boston University 
bearer the academic ideal; has duties the faculty creating 
optimum conditions for scientific, normative, and interpretive re- 
search; has duties the city, the region, the nation, and the world 
particularly the interest open society; and has, above all, 
responsibilities for its students community younger scholars 
whose development and fulfillment are the its existence. 
Research institutes conducted and for mature career professionals 
apart from responsibilities for teaching may tolerated adjuncts 
universities, but they not define graduate school. The chief end 
the PH.D. program the disciplined release independent creativity 
student who knows his relation truth, freedom, and responsi- 
bility. 


Standards Graduate Degree Programs 


PAUL SCHILLING 


Chairman, Division Theological Studies, Graduate School 
Professor Systematic Theology, School Theology 


its two 1958 commencements, held June and August 23, Boston 
University conferred 896 Master’s and 151 Doctor’s degrees. this 
number 177 were A.M. degrees and were The remainder 
were graduate professional degrees awarded medicine, theology, 
education, business administration, fine and applied arts, and public 
relations and communications. The total 1047 represents 29.07% 
the 3602 earned degrees conferred Boston University this year. 
addition, c.a.c.s. degrees (Certificate Advanced Graduate 
Specialization, post-ED.M. degree) were granted the School 
Education; degrees were conferred the School Theol- 
ogy, representing three years study beyond the LL.B.’s 
were awarded the School Law, representing three years legal 
study beyond the minimum three years college work required for 
admission. These bring 1277 the total number advanced degrees 
received—35.4% all degrees course conferred Boston Univer- 
sity 1958. 
Such volume graduate study itself makes imperative con- 
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tinued and critical attention the standards which should prevail 
our graduate degree programs. The need for such scrutiny all the 
greater view the likelihood that the numbers candidates for 
advanced degrees will sharply increase the years immediately ahead. 
view rising educational costs and the appeal part-time study 
combined with remunerative work, urban universities will probably 
feel even more than others the pressure expand enrollments. Grad- 
uate schools have more time than colleges prepare for the increases 
expected, but they will wise look ahead and act now establish 
sound criteria. Otherwise the quality work done likely decline 
enrollments rise. 

The present article will deal with standards both doctoral and 
magisterial study, with greater stress the former. Attention will 
devoted the character the programs, the duration study, ad- 
mission, examinations, the dissertation, and the faculty. The necessity 
for the provision adequate library and laboratory facilities, highly 
important graduate study, assumed. 


The Character Graduate Study 
PURPOSE 


Graduate studies aim fit qualified men and women for superior 
scholarship some branch learning and develop superior 
edge and skill some important field human endeavor. Building 
the foundations laid undergraduate study, graduate education aims 
enlarge and deepen man’s understanding himself and his world 
and equip persons for exceptional leadership society. 


DEGREES 


Doctoral and Master’s programs need not only carefully defined 
within themselves, but also related each other. 

the highest academic degree attainable, the Doctor’s degree pre- 
supposes advanced scholarly achievement very high quality. Inde- 
pendence and originality are prime requisites sound doctoral work. 
The candidate need not creative, but must able think and 
work independently and reach conclusions that are genuinely his 
own, supportable evidence which himself has gathered and or- 
ganized. His research should give him real mastery special field 
knowledge and equip him add that knowledge. 
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Generally speaking, the degree, firmly rooted the liberal 
arts tradition higher education, represents the pursuit truth for 
its own sake. therefore stresses content and theory rather than ap- 
plication and practice. the other hand, the various professional 
doctorates M.D., TH.D., ED.D., MUS.A.D.) emphasize the applica- 
tion advanced knowledge and skill particular occupations. Cer- 
tainly the distinction not hard and fast one, and perfectly con- 
sistent with full mutual respect between recipients the two types 
degrees. Those who earn professional degrees must necessity gain 
strong theoretical grounding the subject matter their disciplines 
order have anything worth applying. Similarly, who seeks the 
PH.D. will also use what learns lifework (e.g., teaching, indus- 
trial research) and must prepared make his contribution the 
society which has granted him the privilege advanced study. The 
emphases are somewhat divergent, but both are valid, and each has its 
distinctively important role play. 

This relationship makes highly desirable broad uniformity 
standards respecting the different doctoral programs. Specific require- 
ments will inevitably vary, but one doctorate should represent approx- 
imately the same high expectations, the same amount work, and the 
same excellence accomplishment another. this connection 
would not occasional consultations between those responsible for the 
various doctoral programs Boston University mutually helpful? 
Surely have much learn from each other. 

What does Master’s degree really represent? The report the 
Association Graduate Schools’ Committee Policies Graduate 
laments the fact that the often 
degree for those who fail make the grade for the cheap, 
quick degree reflecting superficial accomplishment. This committee 
favors which would require performance equal 
quality the but represent smaller amount the same kind 
work. 

Educators committed high standards will share the committee’s 
concern over the low estate sometimes accorded the Yet the best 
path rehabilitation hardly that which would make small edi- 
tion the Can rightly demand, for example, the same com- 


The New York Times, Nov. 13, 1957. Cf. comment John Fletcher, Jr., Boston 
University Graduate Journal, (June 1958), 


mand foreign languages for program one one and half years 
that necessary for doctoral program three more years? Even 
the committee admits that the candidate need not expected 
make the original contribution required the Such expecta- 
tion would indeed unreasonable, since the Master’s thesis must 
much shorter than the doctoral dissertation, and the time available 
not sufficient for the thorough study needed defensible original con- 
clusions are drawn. 

The Master’s thesis may properly lean more heavily than doctoral 
research the work others, and need not manifest the same de- 
gree independence and originality. Nevertheless, who writes 
must demonstrate competence using the essential methods scien- 
tific investigation and ability handle his subject objectively, criti- 
cally, and the basis sound fund knowledge. need not 
trail-blazer pioneer, but should able discriminate among 
possible trails, discover where each leads, and decide cogently which 
one should follow. 

The relation between the professional Master’s and Doctor’s de- 
grees may taken broadly comparable that between the a.M. and 
the may also assumed that the similarities and differences 
already noted between the and other doctorates apply fairly 
equally the and other Master’s degrees; purpose and subject 
matter are different, but quality performance should the same. 


METHODS 


Graduate study not merely prolongation ordinary work, but 
essentially different character. Much more needed than regular 
attendance lectures, participation group discussions, and faithful 
fulfillment assignments individual courses. The student must 
demonstrate ability correlate his studies, see them whole, and 
organize and carry out basic task research. Careful supervision 
needed, but must never take the place the student’s own initiative 
exploration, organization, description, critical evaluation, and the 
drawing conclusions. Highly desirable both Master’s and Doc- 
tor’s programs course designed introduce the student the 
basic techniques investigation his field, the standard works 
reference his own and other languages, the relevant periodical liter- 
ature, and procedures writing scholarly papers. 
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Because the distinctive nature graduate study, serious diffi- 
culties are likely arise there indiscriminate mixing graduate 
and undergraduate students particular classes. courses designed 
for graduate students only limited number specially qualified un- 
dergraduates should admitted. advanced undergraduate courses 
which carry graduate credit, the requirements for graduate students 
should aim meet their peculiar needs and provide full opportunity 
for the development their capacity for independent work. Probably 
greater volume work should expected, but more than this, re- 
ports and papers should stimulate the student raise and investigate 
his own problems particular interest him. Doctoral candidates, 
who must prepare for comprehensive qualifying examinations decisive 
nature, might well excused some instances from particular 
course examinations and introduced other ways conserving the 
values the course while still providing basis evaluation the 
instructor. 

The problem admitting graduates and undergraduates the 
same courses particularly serious where academic work carrying 
graduate credit offered evening and summer sessions which 
many special students may enroll. For example, the program the 
Boston University Evening Division open adults who have not 
finished high school but who seek cultural enrichment academic 
stimulus personal growth, well persons with academic de- 
grees who are undertaking advanced study. There admission 
procedure other than registration for courses. doubt the nature 
specific courses some measure automatically separates candidates 
for higher degrees from special students and undergraduates the 
more elementary levels. But often this not the case, and instructors 
face the insuperable problem meeting the same course the edu- 
cational needs persons with widely differing backgrounds prep- 
aration. 

question the soundness this procedure sense doubt 
the fitness participation the urban university the task adult 
education. important that full opportunity provided for inter- 
ested adults enrich their own lives and increase their usefulness 
their communities. Our Boston University Evening Division render- 
ing significant service affording this opportunity. This function 
the urban university valid its own right. 
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What questioned the wisdom trying combine this function 
with graduate education high level. Two very different purposes 
are involved which cannot well achieved together. class composed 
both doctoral candidates and adults whose formal education extends 
hardly beyond high school likely prove dull and lacking chal- 
lenge the former confusing and discouraging the latter, 
The wise alternative set separate programs addressed 
the peculiar needs the two groups. the graduate program this 
would require admission standards identical with those which apply 
regular daytime courses. 

somewhat similar though less urgent problem arises connection 
with summer courses. Boston University the majority summer 
registrants are doubtless degree candidates who wish accelerate 
their study, and such persons are rightly cautioned make sure 
advance that work done will approved for inclusion their degree 
programs. Yet students are admitted without examination, application 
for admission, transcripts previous work other institutions, 
and the Second Session particular encourages the enrollment 
special students for which they are qualified.” 

related question arises when, Boston University, the semes- 
ter hours credit which may earned exceed the number weeks 
ina summer term. Eight hours’ credit for six-weeks’ session equiv- 
alent twenty hours for winter semester fifteen weeks. This 
very high maximum for graduate study, where fifteen hours the nor- 
mal maximum and twelve hours considered full course load. 

Questions like these need frankly and carefully explored. 
cult administrative problems are involved, but consultation between 
those most concerned, carried spirit mutual respect for dif- 
fering opinions, should yield solutions which will conserve the educa- 
tional values which are all committed. 


NUMBERS 


Effectiveness graduate program requires the participation 
cient numbers students form functioning community scholars. 
Otherwise the ongoing process will lack the stimulus divergent 


This said full awareness that some mature adults bring their study high native 
ability, valuable experience, and strong motivation which partly compensate for their 
lack academic training and enable them contribute much. 
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points view and the cross-fertilization mind needed for maximum 
growth those involved. The disciplines graduate study can hardly 
maintained satisfactorily there are fewer than five students work- 
ing simultaneously the same department. likewise important 
that numbers small enough permit adequate faculty supervision 
and genuinely personal relations between students and professors, 


THE COMMUNITY 


Graduate study rightly encourages individual initiative, and requires 
each student work out the program which best adapted his 
needs and qualifications. Yet sound graduate work cannot proceed 
atomistically, with each individual following his own bent without 
relation what his colleagues are doing. The problem building 
sense participation genuine academic community especially 
difficult urban university, where students’ places residence are 
widely scattered and where part-time schedules often make close ac- 
quaintance impossible. While guarding carefully against developing 
the mentality, faculty and students alike need 
find ways fostering the awareness that graduate study shared 
vocation. The pursuit truth through advanced research should 
co-operative well individual endeavor. Student-faculty collo- 
quia, both departmental and interdepartmental, problems com- 
mon interest are valuable means furthering this end. Our Boston 
University Lectureships afford additional opportunities. Each depart- 
ment and school can discover other ways developing the scholarly 
esprit its own community. Possibly the Graduate School itself should 
more this direction than has done the past. 


Length Study 


How long should graduate degree program continue? Assuming one 
year for the Master’s and three years for the Doctor’s degree prac- 
tically irreducible minima, what should the maximum duration 
allowed? this respect urban universities obviously cannot rigid 
the Ivy League schools. Many highly qualified persons cannot afford 
full-time study for several consecutive years. Yet there are serious 
dangers degree study allowed drag out year after year almost 
infinitum. Somehow balance must found between the extension 
needed for candidates who must some their work part-time 
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and the compression needed for freshness and proper integration. 

The large proportion part-time students usually found urban 
school makes imperative that critical attention given the total 
duration approved. Unless some realistic limit held before the 
student, his work easily becomes desultory, disorganized, and unnec- 
essarily prolonged. many fields important literature changes occur 
the years pass and new movements arise. The doctoral candidate 
whose program extends over too long period before his qualifying 
examinations thus has almost insurmountable task, and who 
takes years write his dissertation cannot bring bear his prob- 
lem with any real adequacy the results his previous study. Such 
student, unable perform the level his real potential, easily be- 
comes discouraged, loses interest, and falls the wayside. Does not 
university have responsibility for setting such safeguards will 
help the student forestall such waste time, energy, money, and 
self-respect? 

Boston University has often been rather lax permitting repeated 
extensions time beyond the five-year limit announced the catalog 
for the completion study. The present policy requiring 
petitioners for such extensions state convincing reasons, give 
specific dates, and offer realistic schedule for the completion 
remaining requirements, eminently sound. Possibly attention should 
also given the possibility establishing over-all time limit be- 
yond which course credits would become invalid. Would not ten years 
reasonable period? 

Closely related the duration study the question the pro- 
portion full-time and part-time work. Because the more limited 
extent the Master’s program, can conceivably soundly pursued, 
necessary, entirely part-time basis. However, doctoral pro- 
gram can hardly achieve the needed integration and concentration, 
and avoid the dangers already mentioned, unless includes least 
one year two consecutive semesters full-time residence work. 


Admission 


Obviously graduate program high caliber depends considerably 
careful screening applicants for admission. Only those should 
admitted who show promise becoming effective independent schol- 
ars. committee can claim infallibility assessing such promise, but 
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certain criteria provide valuable objective guidance. The transcripts 
the applicant’s college work and possible previous graduate study 
should show high achievement. His record, especially aspires 
doctoral candidacy, should show work least fourth 
third his courses. Particularly relevant the level attained 
his major field. Due consideration must given other indications 
future promise, the possibility increased motivation, possible work 
responsibilities during college, and the like. Nevertheless, other things 
being equal, transcripts remain our best single index performance 
and potential, and must taken very seriously. Scores objective 
tests like the Graduate Record Examinations and the Miller Analogies 
Test, one which now required the Graduate School, provide 
valuable additional information. Letters reference are prone bias 
favor the applicant, but some them are critical and genuinely 
helpful. The applicant’s own statement his background influences 
and his educational and occupational goals tells great deal not only 
the kind person is, the clarity his purpose, and his academic 
promise, but also his ability organize his thoughts and express 
them clear, correct English. 

professor department should take offense committee rep- 
resenting the Graduate School another school Boston University 
differs with recommendation the admission border-line appli- 
cant. Here elsewhere function total academic community. 
Each subject error, and therefore needs the correction 
confirmation found the judgment his peers. 


Examinations 


sine qua non successful graduate study good command the 
English language. Ability written and oral communication essen- 
tial the student write acceptable thesis dissertation, make 
known his conclusions others, move effective service his 
chosen field. Insistence the capacity speak and write respectable 
English all the more important view the numbers American 
college graduates recent years who patently lack this capacity. 
test written English not included the admission procedures, 
some kind essay examination should required the time ma- 
triculation basis for counseling defects appear. The removal 
shortcomings remedial work during the first year should con- 
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dition continuation graduate study. This problem often partic- 
ularly acute with foreign students. render them service—and 
multiply trouble for ourselves—if encourage them proceed be- 
fore they have adequate grounding the language the country 
which they have chosen study. 

Nor render English-speaking students any service allow 
them treat lightly their responsibility achieve competence lan- 
guages other than English needed for advanced study. Even PH.D. 
candidate working field where German French not abso- 
lute essential, still seeking degree which symbolizes the crown- 
ing achievement liberal arts education. Doctor Philosophy 
will presumably home the best the world’s culture. How 
can this true knows well language but his native tongue? 
But there are few fields indeed where the man advanced scholarship 
not handicapped unable read the scholarly journals and 
untranslated books other lands where significant work being done. 

this area also the Graduate School applauded for taking 
now with full seriousness its long-standing catalog stipulation that 
registration for work beyond thirty semester-hours contingent 
fulfillment the departmental language requirements. Yet this con- 
dition can merely formal, with the languages largely forgotten after 
the examinations are passed, unless the faculty make foreign 
languages vital part the graduate programs which supervise. 
Basically they are not hurdles set test the student’s skill, but 
functional tools for furthering his intellectual and scholarly growth. 
include foreign titles our required reading lists and expect 
students read books foreign authors while taking seminars, for- 
eign languages may gradually become integral part the working 
equipment our candidates, the lasting advantage all concerned. 

the doctoral program great emphasis properly laid the qual- 
ifying examinations which must passed before the candidate au- 
thorized write his dissertation. These are designed test the stu- 
dent’s grasp the subject matter his special field, his ability in- 
tegrate and correlate his knowledge, his capacity think clearly and 
critically, his ability perceive the implications and the relevance 
ideas, and his readiness for carrying out project independent re- 
search. Such examinations are probably even more important urban 
universities than other graduate schools, since the greater average 
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lapse time before the student ready begin them demands him 
special effort see things whole. This does not mean, however, that 
they must all taken one time, within few days, required 
some schools. There good reason believe that conscientious and 
able student can demonstrate the qualities sought series exami- 
nations extending possibly over year, without the traumatic experi- 
ence frequently produced the more concentrated ordeal. But care 
should taken that the examinations really demand high level 
achievement, and provide clear indication the candidate’s capacity 
for pursuing original research firm foundations already laid. the 
main, they should seek depth rather than breadth, and mastery rather 
than general acquaintance. 


The Dissertation 


The doctoral dissertation should contribution human knowl- 
edge understanding. should therefore investigate problem 


which has not previously been explored present new distinctive 


treatment. should normally deal with significant question 
ciently limited scope that can managed within one academic 
year. The selection worthy subject such importance that 
may well the joint responsibility the student, the major professor, 
and the department. Faculty members can help greatly suggesting 
areas needing investigation. The topic should formulated pre- 
cise, unambiguous language which sharply delimits the area cov- 
ered and does not commit the student more than intends. 

The dissertation should seldom exceed 250 300 pages, and cer- 
tain areas such the reporting laboratory research may presum- 
ably much shorter. should evidence familiarity with the relevant 
literature the languages most pertinent the subject; exhibit com- 
petent research techniques; and demonstrate capacity recognize, 
gather, organize, and interpret important data, evaluate critically 
concepts and theories, think independently, and present con- 
clusions clearly and correct literary form. 

The dissertation should evaluated and approved least two 
readers, and where feasible three. Whenever possible one reader 
should from school department different from that which the 
dissertation written. The final oral examination should involve 
wide faculty representation possible, thereby testing the author’s 
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ability communicate with persons other fields than his own. 
this examination the candidate should expected seriously defend 
his methods and major conclusions, not simply summarize his work. 
should demonstrate thorough command his subject, power 
sustain incisive criticism, capacity marshal evidence support 
his findings, and ability relate his project significantly other as- 
pects his doctoral studies. 


The Faculty 


graduate program can stronger than the faculty who adminis- 
ter it. therefore imperative that those who share responsibility for 
the guidance Master’s and Doctor’s candidates should themselves 
teachers experience and scholarly activity who are keeping abreast 
developments their fields. Their competence should normally 
evidenced not only the successful completion their own doctoral 
studies, but continuing research which finds embodiment books 
substantial articles. 

Assuming qualified faculty, important that enough their 
time available for adequate supervision graduate students, and 
that they not overloaded with such guidance. Those responsible for 
guiding doctoral students should probably able devote least 
third their time work the graduate level. Individual supervi- 
sion, however, time-consuming work, and the number students 
assigned any one professor should kept within bounds. For ex- 
ample, doubtful whether any one can effectively supervise one 
time more than four five candidates actively engaged writing their 
doctoral dissertations. This number should reduced the same in- 
structor responsible for guiding several Master’s candidates. 

insure adequate supervision without undue pressure faculty 
members, well provide needed diversity, least two qualified 
professors—preferably more—should available for instruction and 
supervision each department which graduate degrees are offered. 

These numerical suggestions are offered with some diffidence, 
full recognition that many factors affect the determination the wisest 
allocation and use faculty time. Careful study greatly needed 
this area. Just how much time should faculty member expected 
devote the guidance graduate studies, relation his under- 
graduate responsibilities, committee assignments, and other demands? 
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the time reserved for work with graduate students, how many 
should reasonably expected supervise? These and related 
questions call for more definitive answers than are yet available. But 
the efficient conduct graduate education high quality urban 
school like Boston University requires that such answers found 


The Library and the Graduate School 
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importance the library university needs elaborate 

demonstration. often has the faculty been called the 
the university and the library the “heart” that speakers dedications 
new library buildings have been forced exercise considerable in- 
genuity order give even semblance novelty their 
And Carlyle’s statement that “the true University these days isa 
Collection Books” has given too much comfort librarians who 
tend forget that other educational cliché—about Mark Hopkins and 
his student sitting log. 

Fortunately, all agree that the educational needs both 
and The faculty must determine the university’s 
educational philosophy, its curriculum, and the teaching methods 
used. Once these are understood, the librarians’ duty collect the 
needed materials, organize them, and with all the skill that they com- 
mand help scholars and students their use. Faculty members and 
librarians, working together, enable the university fulfill the func- 
tions for which was created. 

The first requirement university for good basic library ade- 
quate the specific needs the liberal arts curriculum, including 
those courses which both undergraduate and graduate students are 
enrolled. Such library, well-stocked with reference books well 
with books for general reading, would not necessarily larger, 
generally agreed, than 100,000 volumes. 

Graduate education, however, requires, addition the basic col- 
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lection, library research character, one with books and variety 
other materials, with suitable physical equipment, with adequate 
space, and with well-trained staff which will make possible that ex- 
perience research which essential the training scholar and 
university teacher and also the stimulation the faculty member’s 
own studies. 

Strictly speaking, there limit the quantity materials need- 
for broadly based university research program. scholar engaged 
ina specific project wants have available him the material which 
has even the remotest possibility being assistance him. 
wants examine quantities books, often only reject them. The 
examples uses his writing, the inspiration and stimulus his 
work, may come from volumes fields quite different from his own. 
can indeed argued that research library should keep all books. 
One recalls the remark the Bishop Oxford concerning the Bod- 
leian what receives may rubbish, but the 
world would gloomier place there were actual rubbish it, 
and great library would less attractive all the books were 
worth reading and had read somebody.” one sense, there 
are books, though certainly true that some have less 
than others. 

practical matter, university libraries, even the largest, are 
forced selective their acquisitions. They must, however, 
large, and long scholars write more and more, libraries will con- 
tinue grow size. 

Great research libraries connected with universities were not always 
essential they are today. 1874, when the Graduate School 
Boston University, then called the School All Sciences, offered its 
first program study, graduate education leading the earned 
and PH.D. degrees was new America. The degree was conferred 
customarily few years after the without further formal study. 
The PH.D. was German degree which had counterpart the 
American system—modelled, was, after that England. Bos- 
ton University the specific purpose the new program was fit grad- 
uates colleges for university professorships every branch liberal 
learning. Neither the number the candidates nor the requirements 
for the degree involved university libraries now know them. Two 
PH.D. degrees were conferred 1877 (one year before Johns Hopkins 
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conferred its first doctorates). One these, incidentally, was con. 
ferred upon woman, the first America, and possibly the 
was many years before the number exceeded seven. Graduate 
dents were urged take advantage opportunities for European 
study. Specific agreements providing for Boston University students 
were fact made with the Universities Athens and Rome. Nearly 
all candidates Boston University spent least one year 
Europe, and 1880, about one-eighth all students enrolled the 
School were studying there. Because the studies and major interests 
the faculty, most PH.D. candidates worked the fields Philosophy, 
Philology, and Linguistics. the few cases where specific knowledge 
available, know that they acquired personal libraries the more 
significant materials their fields. The lack any great demand 
America for foreign language books may shown the fact that Ital- 
ian volumes the library the historian Prescott sold auction 
Boston 1870 prices varying from six thirty-seven cents per 
volume. 

Certainly, this period the history American education, there 
was thought the mind any university president that the 
tenance large research libraries his institution was essential 
graduate education. Boston, the existence least six well- 
established libraries with several specializations seemed make un- 
necessary establish any new competitive library for the use the 
comparatively few advanced students. 

Significant changes, accelerated the last quarter century, have 
created quite different situation today, both the materials needed 
for student use well for faculty research. Today Boston Univer: 
sity offers the degree more than twenty separate fields study 
which, therefore, basic research tools are needed. These tools are 
the printed catalogs, the bibliographies, the finding lists, the abstracts 
—all which make possible determine the needs the research- 
ers terms specific books. These the library provides from its own 
stacks, buys when can, borrows (by interlibrary loan), sends 
the student use another library, or, increasing number 
instances, procures photographic form. 

any given research problem all these methods making mate- 
rial available may used. glance the author’s 
ments” any scholarly book will show that seldom does one library 
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contain all that the scholar needs. But the beginning his research 
the young scholar, just learning the tools and methods his trade, 
needs close hand the library shelves, not merely bibliographic 
works but also enough material that can gain compe- 
tence his field. must know, addition the bibliography, what 
has been done already, how judge what needs done, and how 
about filling the gap knowledge with high degree suc- 
cess his ability allows. 

Here Boston University’s library problem. The 200,000 volumes 
the liberal arts library are most respects more than adequate 
meet the standards the basic library already mentioned, though 
space inadequate. The 300,000 volumes the other school and col- 
lege libraries the University not only provide for specific curriculum 
needs but constitute supplementary resources number areas. 
But the present time not provide adequately within our own 
libraries for the total needs our graduate program. 

Some steps have been taken this direction making rather 
artificial distinction between material necessary for re- 
search and that needed for general research. each area which 
advanced work done the Graduate School effort has been made 
purchase the basic general books and acquire research materials 
those fields which seminars are offered. These fields need 
more accurately defined the faculty and much work could prof- 
itably done the way compiling lists desired items, such that 
recently prepared for the library’s use the English Department. 

intensify our program selective acquisition, have con- 
sider expense. Boston University now annually acquires about 26,000 
volumes cost about $80,000. considerable proportion these 
acquisitions are essential the professional programs which most 
the schools and colleges are committed. The funds available build 
research collections, insofar they can distinguished from 
books acquired for the ordinary instructional needs Boston Univer- 
sity’s extensive program, are not over $15,000 per year. Even con- 
tinuing the present policy restricting acquisitions carefully lim- 
ited areas, least three times this amount necessary build ade- 
quately the collection needed the students our Graduate School. 

But beyond the obligation university provide the candidate 
for its most advanced degree with books for his general knowledge, 
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books for his course needs, books for his bibliographical use, and books 
for his training research, the need its faculty have 
the advancement learning. The best young scholars, fresh from their 
own graduate studies, naturally wish embark further independ. 
ent research studies. They will attracted those institutions 
opportunities this are offered. Too often, studies made the 
country’s PH.D. degree holders clearly show, the newly promoted Doc. 
tor Philosophy, overwhelmed with the teaching large classes 
the freshman sophomore level, frustrated the lack research 
facilities directly hand, compelled financial need use his 
mers teaching, allows progressive inertia get control his 
scholarly activity: his dissertation the first and last his con- 
tributions learning. This not all disparage the very great con. 
tribution non-producing PH.D.’s the important work 
merely emphasize the tragic waste, least part, the 
which much time and money have been invested. The university 
has definite obligation provide the means for and the stimulus 
the research activity its faculty. The library the most important 
measure the extent which univ ersity meets this obligation. 

The faculty members urban university have certain adv antages 
not available their colleagues comparatively isolated campuses. 


While scholar connected with any university may expect that the full 


resources his community shall open him other properly 
qualified citizens, the community resources metropolitan area are 
vastly greater than those the average college town. was because 
this fact that the founders Boston University chose locate the in- 
stitution Boston. 

Boston University, then, must give careful attention both the ad- 
vantages and the responsibilities its geographical position. must 
create substantial base” perhaps million million and 
half volumes. Included this will materials which will avail- 
able interlibrary loan others. (Last year Boston University bor- 
rowed from other libraries outside the university 353 volumes and 
loaned other libraries 438 volumes.) Visiting scholars and 
students will welcomed within our walls. When opportunities offer 
participate such ventures regional depositories, Boston Uni- 
versity must ready join with others. These are our 
ties. fulfilling them can hope have access, with reasonable 
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convenience, all needed research items. Vastly expanded distribu- 
tion materials means photographic techniques, perhaps even 
the availability books television, are possibilities which may justi- 
fiably contemplated. 

This home base must, course, carefully planned. The million 
more books must not merely carefully chosen; they must 
housed such way that students all levels, from the freshman 
year upward, will find the most help and the least hindrance the 
success their search. These are the plans upon which are just 
embarking; the resulting library will successful the degree that 
meets the educational needs created the aims and methods the 
faculty its instruction and research. 
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